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Who We Are

Upper Rio Grande Economic

Development Council, a

501(c)6 non-profit organi-
zation, advocates wise use of the San Luis
Valley’s abundant resources coupled with smart planning.
Our goal: creating thriving and prosperous communities.
URGEDC serves as a communication hub for eco-
nomic development activities within the region. We assist
in a diverse range of development opportunities—from
creating infrastructure and recreation ventures to encour-
aging growth in established agricultural
and agribusiness firms. Our “ready-re-
sponse” team works with companies
interested in relocating to the Valley.
Our database of service and resource
contacts assists both existing busi-
nesses and Valley newcomers.
By “Partnering for Planned
Growth,” URGEDC
provide a bright future for the Upper

strives  to

Rio Grande. Visit www.urgedc.com
to learn more.
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How to Reach Us

Join us at one of our regular monthly meetings. Meet-
ings are held at 7:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday of
each month. Meeting locations rotate among local
communities. For the next meeting location, email
info@urgedc.com, check www.facebook.com/urgedc
or call!

Upper Rio Grande Economic
Development Council
www.urgedc.com
info@urgedc.com

Rio Grande County Courthouse
925 6th St. Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132
Ph: (719) 657-4215, Fax: (719) 657-2514

% Upper Rio Grande
Economic Development Council
“Partnering tor Planned Growrh”

www.urgec 1c.com
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Looking for the perfect location
to raise a family, run a business and

enjoy your favorite outdoor activities?

Take a look at the San Luis Valley
in South Central Colorado!

Upper Rio Grande

Economic Development Council
“Partnering tor Planmed Growth”
www.urgedc.com
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Map Legend
County Seat
Town
Paved Highway
Los Caminos Antiquos Scenic Byway
Scenic Railroad
Museum
Airport
Forest Service or BLM Office

Hospital

Municipal
', Airport
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La Jara
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URGEDC

Upper Rio Grande Economic Development Council provides
“one-stop-shopping” for business owners who want to keep

current on what’s going on in the Valley:

- Monthly breakfast meetings start at 7 a.m.—so they
don’t interfere with your work day. These meetings
offer updates on current events, grant opportunities,
community development plans, business training op-
portunities and more. Meeting information is avail-
able at www.urgedc.com.

- Guest speakers, often owners of successful Val-
ley businesses, share information on new product
launches and significant new opportunities.

- City, county and state officials keep members up to
date on legislative issues and provide a forum for the
exchange of ideas.

- Agency officials from government entities like the
Forest Service provide updates on current events and
situations that could affect business owners.

T E——

/-‘**“»;isnan Lui§'

i i
\ [
N

Costilla

- Once a year, URGEDC schedules an annual dinner
meeting. URGEDC invites other economic develop-
ment groups, business leaders and others within the
Valley to attend this meeting to provide even greater
opportunities for networking.

Additionally, URGEDC helps build communities and busi-
ness by writing letters of support for grant applications and
through cooperative projects with organizations such as the
Small Business Development Center. URGEDC has joined
forces with other economic development groups and mar-
keting representatives from various communities on specific
projects over the years.

The group provides a forum for community discussions
on Facebook. Visit www.facebook.com/urgedc to join in.
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Immense Beauty

With a land area of close to 8,200 square
miles, the San Luis Valley is larger than
the land mass of Rhode Island, Delaware
and Connecticut combined. The basin
stretches almost 125 miles from north to
south and 75 miles from east to west.

The Valley provides a home to the
tallest dunes in North America at Great
Sand Dunes National Park. It lies in the
shadow of Mt. Blanca, the fourth tallest
peak in Colorado. Within the Valley’s
watershed, high in the San Juan Moun-
tains, snow melt and rain give birth to the
mighty Rio Grande, second longest river
in our nation.

The Valley floor sits at an average el-
evation of 7,500 feet. The flat terrain, rich
soil, moderate summer temperatures and
abundant sunshine provide the founda-
tion for the Valley’s agriculturally-based
economy. These same factors, coupled
with a lower cost of living than in many
other parts of Colorado, make it a desir-
able place to live.

Visit www.urgedc.com to learn more

about the Valley and what it can offer you!

Here, you can keep current on upcoming meetings, open

houses and other current events.

URGEDC supports individual business through in-

depth business profiles that provide an opportunity for

business owners to talk about their successes and share

their insights with others. These profiles are available on the
URGEDC web site.

Established a decade ago, URGEDC has the informa-
tion, resources and contacts to help your business succeed

in the San Luis Valley. Visit www.urgedc.com to obtain more

information and to download an application form today!
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